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Listing of claims: 

1. {Previously presented) A disposable absorbent article having a longitudinal centerline 
(70) and a lateral centerline (72). the article comprising: 

a fluid permeable liner (46); 

a composite outer cover (30), the composite outer cover (30) including: (a) an extensible, 
liquid Impermeable outer cover material (32) having an upper surface (36>and an 
opposing lower surface (38); and (b) a non-tensioned elastic (34), the non-tensioned 
elastic (34) being associated with at least a portion of a surface (36, 38) of the outer 
cover material (32), wherein upon activation of the composite outer cover at least a 
portion of the composite outer cover (30) adjacent where the outer cover material (32) 
and the non-tensioned elastic (34) are associated, is adapted to (i) have a retraction 
capability differential of at least 10 % and (ii) attain a three-dimensional configuration, 
and wherein at least that portion of the outer cover material (32) adjacent where the 
outer cover material (32) and the non-tensioned elastic (34) are associated, is 
adapted to extend no less than 25 % at a tensile force of 30 gmf per inch; and 

an absorbent core (50) disposed intermediate the liner (48) and the composite outer cover 
(30). 

2. (Previously presented) The disposable absorbent article of claim 1 , wherein the three- 
dimensional configuration comprises a spacer element (74) formed in the composite outer cover 
(30) adjacent where the outer cover material (32) and the non-tensioned elastic (34) are 
associated. 

3. (Original) The disposable absorbent article of claim 2, wherein the composite outer 
cover (30) is associated with and superposed on the liner (48) to thereby form a periphery (52), the 
periphery (52) generally including longitudinal side edges (54) and lateral end edges (56), 

4. (Original) The disposable absorbent article of claim 3, wherein at least a portion of the 
spacer element (74) is disposed inboard from a longitudinal side edge (54) toward the longitudinal 
centerline (70). 



Pano O rvf 1/1 

PAGE 2/14 1 RCVD AT 9/14/2006 11:30:39 AM [Eastern Daylight Time] 1 SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/35 1 DWS:2738300 1 CSID:9207213129 1 DURATION (miiKS):02-54 



SEP 14 2006 10:30 FR K-C WORLDWIDE 9207213129 TO 915712738300 P. 03/14 

Appl. No. 10/680,967 

Amdt. dated September 14 v 2006 

Reply to Office Action of June 22, 2006 

5. (Previously presented) The disposable absorbent article of claim 1 f wherein the non- 
tensioned elastic (34) is associated with the upper surface (36) of the outer cover material (32). 

6. (Original) The disposable absorbent article of claim 3, wherein at least a portion of the 
spacer element (74) Is disposed inboarti from a lateral end edge (56) toward the lateral centerline 
(72). 

7. (Original) The disposable absorbent article of claim 6, wherein the non-tensioned elastic 
(34) is associated with the upper surface (36) of the outer cover material (32). 

8. (Original) The disposable absorbent article of claim 3 f wherein at least a portion of the 
spacer element (74) is disposed outboard from the longitudinal centerline (70). 

9. (Original) The disposable absorbent article of claim 8, wherein at least a portion of the 
spacer element (74) resides on the longitudinal centerline (70)- 

10. (Original) The disposable absorbent article of claim 9, wherein the non-tensioned 
elastic (34) Is associated with the upper surface (36) of the outer cover material (32). 

11. (Original) The disposable absorbent article of claim 3, wherein at least a portion of the 
spacer element (74) is disposed outboard from the lateral centerline (72). 

12. (Original) The disposable absorbent article of claim 1 1 , wherein at least a portion of 
the spacer element (74) resides on the lateral centerline (72). 

13. (Original) The disposable absorbent article of claim 12. wherein the non-tensioned 
elastic (34) is associated with the upper surface (36) of the outer cover material (32). 
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14. (Previously presented) A composite outer cover (30) suitable for incorporation into a 
disposable absorbent article, the composite outer cover (30) comprising: (a) an extensible, liquid 
impermeable outer cover material (32) having an upper surface (36) and an opposing lower 
surface (38); and (b) a non-tensioned elastic (34). the non-tensioned elastic (34) being associated 
with at least a portion of a surface (36, 38) of the outer cover material (32), and wherein upon 
activation of the composite outer cover at least that portion of the composite outer cover (30) 
adjacent where the outer cover material (32) and the non-tensioned elastic (34) are associated, is 
adapted to: (i) have a retraction capability differential of at least 10 % and (ii) attain a three- 
dimensional configuration. 

15. (Original) The composite outer cover (30) of claim 14, wherein the three-dimensional 
configuration has a distal edge (80) and a base region (78), the distal edge (80) and the base 
region (78) being in spaced relation from each other. 

16. (Original) The composite outer cover (30) of the claim 15, further comprising a 
longitudinal centeriine (70) and a lateral centerline (72). 

17. (Previously presented) The composite outer cover (30) of claim 16, wherein the three 
dimensional configuration comprises a spacer element (74) formed in the composite outer cover 
(30) adjacent where the outer cover material (32) and the non-tensioned elastic (34) are 
associated. 

1 8. (Original) The composite outer cover (30) of claim 17, wherein at least a portion of the 
spacer element (74) is disposed outboard from the longitudinal centerline (70). 

19. (Original) The composite outer cover (30) of claim 18, wherein at least a portion of the 
spacer element (74) resides on the longitudinal centerline (70). 

20. (Original) The composite outer cover (30) of claim 19, wherein the non-tensioned 
elastic (34) is associated with the upper surface (36) of the outer cover material (32). 
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21 . (Original) The composite outer cover (30) of claim 17, wherein at least a portion of the 
spacer element (74) is disposed outboard from the lateral centerline (72). 

22. (Original) The composite outer cover (30) of claim 21 , wherein at least a portion of the 
spacer element (74) resides on the lateral centerline (72). 

23. (Original) The composite outer cover (30) of claim 22, wherein the non-tensioned 
elastic (34) is associated with the upper surface (36) of the outer cover material (32). 

24. (Previously presented) A disposable absorbent article having a longitudinal centerline 
(70) and a lateral centerline (72), the article comprising: 

a fluid permeable liner (48); 

a composite outer cover (30) joined to the fluid permeable liner (48), the composite outer 
cover (30) including: 

an extensible, liquid impermeable outer cover material (32) having an upper surface 
(36) and an opposing lower surface (38), and 

a non-tensioned elastic (34), the non-tensioned elastic (34) joined to the outer cover 
material (32), wherein at least a portion of the composite outer cover (30) adjacent where the outer 
cover material (32) and the non-tensioned elastic (34) are joined, when extended no less than 25% 
with a tensile force of 30 gmf per inch, has a retraction capability differential of at least 1 0 % and 
attains a three-dimensional configuration; and 

an absorbent core (50) disposed intermediate the liner (48) and the composite outer cover 

(30). 

« 

25. (Previously presented) The disposable absorbent article of claim 24, wherein the 
three-dimensional configuration comprises a spacer element (74) formed in the composite outer 
cover (30) adjacent where the outer cover material (32) and the non-tensioned elastic (34) are 
joined. 
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26. (Previously presented) A disposable absorbent article having a longitudinal centerline 
(70) and a lateral centerline (72), the article comprising: 

a fluid permeable liner (48); 

a composite outer cover (30) joined to the fluid permeable liner (48), the composite outer 
cover (30) Including 

an extensible, liquid impermeable outer cover material (32) having an upper surface 
(36) and an opposing lower surface (38), and 

a non-tensioned elastic (34), the non-tensioned elastic (34) being joined with at least 
a portion of a surface (36, 38) of the outer cover material (32), wherein, upon elongation and 
retraction of the composite outer cover during normal use of the disposable absorbent article, at 
least a portion of the composite outer cover (30) adjacent where the outer cover material (32) and 
the non-tensioned elastic (34) are joined is adapted to 

(i) have a retraction capability differential of at least 10 %, and 

(ii) attain a three-dimensional configuration, and wherein at least that portion 
of the outer cover material (32) adjacent where the outer cover material (32) and the non-tensioned 
elastic (34) are joined is adapted to extend no less than 25 % at a tensile force of 30 gmf per inch; 
and 

an absorbent core (50) disposed intermediate the liner (48) and the composite outer cover 

(30). 

27. (Previously presented) The disposable absorbent article of claim 26, wherein the 
three-dimensional configuration comprises a spacer element (74) formed in the composite outer 
cover (30) adjacent where the outer cover material (32) and the non-tensioned elastic (34) are 
joined. 
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